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HL7 UK LAUNCHES UNIVERSITY OUTREACH PROGRAMME 

HL7 UK is delighted to announce its initiative to promote understanding of HL7 standards among future Healthcare Informatics professionals through its University pilot programme. The content has been developed in close collaboration with NHS Connecting for Health. 

The aim of this initiative is to encourage easier and wider adoption of the officially recognised HL7 standards within the UK healthcare Informatics community. The programme is working with Universities that provide under-graduate and postgraduate courses in Healthcare Informatics.  “We are very happy to be working with HL7 UK and provide details of real examples as well as share the technical support documentation we have with the Universities” reports Denise Downs, Education Lead for Data Standards and Products.  
HL7 UK is to provide an HL7-specific curriculum and tutoring for inclusion in five Healthcare Informatics courses across the UK:-
· City University – Centre for Health Informatics
· Manchester University – Faculty of Life Sciences

· Manchester University – NorthWest Institute for BioHealth Informatics
· Leeds University – Yorkshire Centre for Healthcare Informatics
· St Georges, University of London Division of Community Health Sciences with University of Kingston

Lecture topics are as follows:

· Introductory rationale for messaging / standard clinical documents

· HL7 V3 (Version 3) modelling and technical message development / development of requirements

· Clinical document architecture (CDA)
· National services / spine for NHS England.

This education programme aims to inform the future UK healthcare community and healthcare system developers about HL7 standards, and promote effective implementation of HL7 standards in the UK at the outset of their careers. The combination of tailored course material and sessions based on industry experience is designed to enhance participants’ understanding of interoperability standards, alongside business and clinical validation.

The programme consists of four lecture and workshop sessions which will be delivered by a group of HL7 UK professionals led by Andrew Hinchley. Andrew has been working on the sharing and exchange of clinical information in healthcare since 1992 after a successful period helping establish today’s worldwide communications infrastructure. He has worked in a number of roles in the Connecting for Health National Programme, and became involved with HL7 UK at an early stage of the HL7 V3 development. Andrew was also a founder member of HL7 UK, and is a current Board Member. He is also the author of the acclaimed publication, Understanding Version 3 - A Primer on the HL7 Version 3 Interoperability Standard, now in it’s 4th edition. Andrew Hinchley said: “The benefits of covering specific areas such as HL7 will be evident as students recognise detailed areas that they may encounter once in healthcare IT employment.  By increasing familiarity with HL7 standards among people entering the Healthcare Informatics field, the goal of improving the quality and effectiveness of interoperability solutions can be achieved.” It is anticipated that several hundred students will have access to the teaching and core materials over the academic year 2009/10. 
Each session combines presented material together with a structured discussion and is delivered by HL7 UK member volunteers who alongside Andrew currently include Dr. Isobel Frean and Dr. Philip Scott of The University of Portsmouth. 
“This exciting and important initiative will contribute to ensuring that our future healthcare professionals have the right skills for the NHS informatics environment and we are pleased to be supporting HL7 in this initiative” says Ken Lunn, the Director of Data Standards and Products for Connecting For Health.
Ends

About HL7 UK

HL7 is a not-for-profit organisation that produces the world’s most widely used standards for healthcare interoperability. HL7 is an international body which provides membership to healthcare suppliers and organisations alike, across six continents.

In the UK, HL7 UK supports the needs of its 200 members (Trusts, suppliers and consultants) by providing a ‘forum’ where healthcare professionals can discuss interoperability standards, and the best ways of achieving true, secure information flow between Trusts, departments and professionals.

The HL7 Version 3 standard was chosen by NHS Connecting for Health as the way in which all systems purchased as part of the NHS Care Records Service will communicate with each other and the central “Spine”.  The HL7 Version 2 standard is widely used throughout the NHS for communication of administrative and clinical information.

HL7 UK was set up to meet the needs of the United Kingdom as a whole and to provide a forum for the needs of the entire UK. As such, it provides a single contact point for all HL7 related issues, both Version 2 and Version 3, in the UK.

HL7 UK’s core objectives as an organisation are to:

· educate the UK healthcare community and healthcare information system developers about HL7 standards, and promote effective and consistent implementation of HL7 standards in the UK

· identify and analyse UK healthcare business requirements for electronic communication of healthcare information

· match UK national requirement with HL7 messages, and if necessary, identify the need for UK specific messages, profiles and implementation guidelines

· report to HL7 on any specific UK needs that are not met by existing HL7 standards

· prototype and pilot with clinical and business validation
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