PRESS RELEASE





PR07/February 2009  
HL7 UK
HL7 UK ANNOUNCES DETAILS OF FREE 2009 ROADSHOWS

‘CASE STUDIES IN INTEGRATION’

HL7 UK is to hold a series of 1-day Roadshows across the UK, which will focus on real-world interoperability case studies and tutorials. The theme for the events is ‘Case Studies in Integration’ and will involve three 1-day events in London, Birmingham and Leeds which are open and free of charge to HL7 UK members and non-members alike.

In line with the theme of these events, delegates will have the opportunity to view presentations from NHS IT professionals, demonstrating successful integration projects which are happening, NOW. In addition to this, Peter Dyke, Head of Industry Liaison at CFH will be addressing the issues faced by NHS Trusts as they strive to achieve true interoperability, and updating delegates on developments at CFH and the support that is in place.

Following a complimentary buffet lunch, the afternoon session focuses on key issues in the form of 2 tutorials on CDA (Clinical Document Architecture) and XDS (cross-enterprise Document Sharing) which aim to provide tangible support and updates to those professionals dealing with these technology and business issues.

Finally, the day will wrap up with a panel-led Q&A session hosted by senior, key HL7 UK members, CFH and members of the supplier community.

Charlie Bishop, Chair-elect of HL7 UK said: “These events have been designed to provide real benefit to healthcare interoperability professionals and NHS IT professionals alike. What this audience needs, is to see demonstrable examples of where interoperability is successfully happening, and gain access to the teams that are making it a reality. The addition of the tutorial sessions in the afternoon is a new initiative for HL7 UK where we seek to provide tangible training and updates to all those, who work in healthcare interoperability, not just our members”.

The events, sponsored by InterSystems, are to be held at the following locations and dates:

Tuesday, 3rd March – The Thackray Museum, St. James University Hospital, Leeds

Tuesday, 10th March – The Queen Elizabeth Hospitals Post Graduate Centre, Birmingham

Tuesday, 24th March – University College London Hospitals Education Centre, London

The events are scheduled to begin at 9.15am and close at approximately 4.30pm. In addition to the NHS presentations and tutorial sessions, delegates will also have the opportunity to view supplier technology and demonstrations.

The last events were very well attended, so to avoid disappointment, register your place today by visiting www.hl7.org.uk.

Ends
About HL7 UK

HL7 is a not-for-profit organisation that produces the world’s most widely used standards for healthcare interoperability. HL7 is an international body which provides membership to healthcare suppliers and organisations alike, across six continents.

In the UK, HL7 UK supports the needs of its 200 members (Trusts, suppliers and consultants) by providing a ‘forum’ where healthcare professionals can discuss interoperability standards, and the best ways of achieving true, secure information flow between Trusts, departments and professionals.
The HL7 Version 3 standard was chosen by NHS Connecting for Health as the way in which all systems purchased as part of the NHS Care Records Service will communicate with each other and the central “Spine”.  The HL7 Version 2 standard is widely used throughout the NHS for communication of administrative and clinical information.

HL7 UK was set up to meet the needs of the United Kingdom as a whole and to provide a forum for the needs of the entire UK. As such, it provides a single contact point for all HL7 related issues, both Version 2 and Version 3, in the UK.

HL7 UK’s core objectives as an organisation are to:

· educate the UK healthcare community and healthcare information system developers about HL7 standards, and promote effective and consistent implementation of HL7 standards in the UK

· identify and analyse UK healthcare business requirements for electronic communication of healthcare information

· match UK national requirement with HL7 messages, and if necessary, identify the need for UK specific messages, profiles and implementation guidelines

· report to HL7 on any specific UK needs that are not met by existing HL7 standards

· prototype and pilot with clinical and business validation

For more information go to www.hl7.org.uk
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