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HL7 UK ANNOUNCES 2010 10TH ANNIVERSARY CONFERENCE:

HEALTHCARE CONNECTIONS – THE NEXT DECADE
HL7 UK has announced that its 2010 conference is running on the 3rd and 4th March and will be held at the Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists in Regents Park, London. The Conference is open to HL7 UK members and non-members and the scope of the event will include all aspects of healthcare interoperability.
HL7 UK Chair, Charlie Bishop has commented: “This conference not only marks our 10th anniversary, and as such, a celebration in itself, but will also act as a ‘springboard’ into 2010 as HL7 remains a prominent feature in all aspects of healthcare interoperability. HL7 UK’s work with the NHS, its suppliers and now its future healthcare IT professionals through the University Outreach programme, demonstrates just how far HL7 UK has come in this time, and how far-reaching the standards are. The recent advancements within HL7 UK are reflected in the conference programme and will provide a strong, in-depth industry update to any professionals working within healthcare interoperability. This year is not to be missed.”
2010 is HL7’s 10th Anniversary and to celebrate an evening of dinner and entertainment will be held at London Zoo, Regents Park on the evening of the 3rd March. The cost of the dinner is just £20 per head and includes a champagne reception, 3 course dinner, animal visits and the vocal talents of Jazz Singer, Tina May. "Tina May is to jazz what Madonna is to pop" South London Press. Bookings for the Anniversary Dinner can be found on the HL7 UK conference registration page at http://www.hl7.org.uk/hl7ukconferencesite/register.asp .
The Conference programme will give practical help to suppliers and health informatics staff both in the NHS and other sectors in our joint endeavour to deliver better information. This year sees a rich selection of quality speakers from national and international programmes including:

· Michael van Campen, Chair HL7 Canada, Affiliate Director HL7 International Board 
· Dr. Nick Booth, Director for Clinical Data Standards, DH Informatics Directorate 
· Jeremy Nettle, Healthcare Council Chair of Intellect, Director of Business Development for EMEA Oracle Corporation UK Ltd

The Conference also encompasses a tutorial agenda featuring presentations from world experts in electronic health record standards. HL7 Board members Andrew Hinchley and Ann Wrightson will be presenting two tutorials taken from the HL7 UK University Outreach programme initiative to promote the education of HL7 standards to future Healthcare Informatics professionals. 
Additional tutorial sessions are being arranged- details of these are to be announced imminently.

Programme Committee Chair Rik Smithies states that: “HL7 UK has recently changed its focus somewhat to cater to other potential users of HL7's standards, those that perhaps didn't directly benefit from the national programme - notably the smaller software vendors. There's a new group of people that are just getting into the interoperability world, and HL7 is quite a daunting place. The 2010 conference will provide these users with the perfect opportunity to access some of the speakers they might meet at international HL7 meetings, and to get them on their way to becoming interoperability experts themselves in the coming years.”

Ends

About HL7 UK

HL7 is a not-for-profit organisation that produces the world’s most widely used standards for healthcare interoperability. HL7 is an international body which provides membership to healthcare suppliers and organisations alike, across six continents.

In the UK, HL7 UK supports the needs of its 200 members (Trusts, suppliers and consultants) by providing a ‘forum’ where healthcare professionals can discuss interoperability standards, and the best ways of achieving true, secure information flow between Trusts, departments and professionals.

The HL7 Version 3 standard was chosen by NHS Connecting for Health as the way in which all systems purchased as part of the NHS Care Records Service will communicate with each other and the central “Spine”.  The HL7 Version 2 standard is widely used throughout the NHS for communication of administrative and clinical information.

HL7 UK was set up to meet the needs of the United Kingdom as a whole and to provide a forum for the needs of the entire UK. As such, it provides a single contact point for all HL7 related issues, both Version 2 and Version 3, in the UK.

HL7 UK’s core objectives as an organisation are to:

· educate the UK healthcare community and healthcare information system developers about HL7 standards, and promote effective and consistent implementation of HL7 standards in the UK

· identify and analyse UK healthcare business requirements for electronic communication of healthcare information

· match UK national requirement with HL7 messages, and if necessary, identify the need for UK specific messages, profiles and implementation guidelines

· report to HL7 on any specific UK needs that are not met by existing HL7 standards

· prototype and pilot with clinical and business validation

For more information go to www.hl7.org.uk
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