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HL7 UK  ANNOUNCE ADDITION OF  LEARNING-BASED TUTORIALS AT HL7 UK 2008 CONFERENCE

The sixth annual HL7 UK Conference takes place on 22-23 October in London at the Royal College of Obstetricians & Gynaecologists. The theme of the event this year, is ‘Delivering Better Information’ and will focus on the capability of HL7 and related informatics standards to ensure quality healthcare information is made available, when and where required.

This year, the conference provides a rich selection of quality speakers from National programmes such as NHS Connecting for Health, Informing Healthcare (Wales), Holland, Canada Health Infoway, and from major suppliers including BT, Cerner, CSC, INPS and iSOFT.

Included in the conference programme this year is the introduction of a series of, learning-based tutorials for delegates, providing tangible training on issues such as HL7 v3, Spine/PDS, CDA and SNOMED.

Chair of the HL7 UK Programme Committee and HL7 UK Board member, Philip Scott, Head of IT Projects & Development at Portsmouth Hospitals NHS Trust said: “The conference features presentations from world experts in electronic health record standards, latest thinking on interoperability from national and international levels (including the independent sector and social care) and panel discussions on the hot topics of GP2GP and electronic discharge summaries. I am confident the programme will give practical help to suppliers and health informatics staff both in the NHS and other sectors in our joint endeavour to deliver better information.”
The programme has been structured into 7 sessions across the two days:

· International context 

· Implementation experience 

· Moving forward with healthcare information standards 

· EHR architecture 

· HL7 v3 implementation 

· Standards-based application architecture 

· Next steps for healthcare interoperability standards. 
The conference is open to HL7 UK Members and non-members alike and provides an opportunity for anyone working in healthcare interoperability to learn and share best practice with peers from across the healthcare community. With the addition of the tutorials, the conference will also provide an invaluable opportunity to increase individuals’ and organisations’ knowledge-base about key health informatics issues. Delegates wishing to attend can go to  http://www.hl7.org.uk/hl7ukconferencesite/2008.asp.

Ends
About HL7 UK

HL7 is a not-for-profit organisation that produces the world’s most widely used standards for healthcare interoperability. HL7 is an international body which provides membership to healthcare suppliers and organisations alike, across six continents.

In the UK, HL7 UK supports the needs of its 200 members (Trusts, suppliers and consultants) by providing a ‘forum’ where healthcare professionals can discuss interoperability standards, and the best ways of achieving true, secure information flow between Trusts, departments and professionals.
The HL7 Version 3 standard was chosen by NHS Connecting for Health as the way in which all systems purchased as part of the NHS Care Records Service will communicate with each other and the central “Spine”.  The HL7 Version 2 standard is widely used throughout the NHS for communication of administrative and clinical information.

HL7 UK was set up to meet the needs of the United Kingdom as a whole and to provide a forum for the needs of the entire UK. As such, it provides a single contact point for all HL7 related issues, both Version 2 and Version 3, in the UK.

HL7 UK’s core objectives as an organisation are to:

· educate the UK healthcare community and healthcare information system developers about HL7 standards, and promote effective and consistent implementation of HL7 standards in the UK

· identify and analyse UK healthcare business requirements for electronic communication of healthcare information

· match UK national requirement with HL7 messages, and if necessary, identify the need for UK specific messages, profiles and implementation guidelines

· report to HL7 on any specific UK needs that are not met by existing HL7 standards

· prototype and pilot with clinical and business validation

For more information go to www.hl7.org.uk
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