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NEW CHAIR FOR HL7 UK ANNOUNCES PROACTIVE VISION FOR 2008

HL7 UK has announced the appointment of new chair, Rik Smithies to lead the organisation’s activities for 2008. Rik Smithies replaces former Chair, Patrick Mitchell-Jones who unexpectedly had to step down in 2007. Although new to the chairing role, Rik has been board secretary to HL7 UK prior to this appointment and has contributed material to international ballots, particularly in the Clinical Statement Group, of which he is also co-Chair.

As Chair of HL7 UK, Rik will be responsible for setting the short and long-term goals for the group including reaching out to the wider standards arena and collaborating with other groups involved in interoperability. When asked of his plans for the coming year, Rik commented: “I see HL7 as one part of a range of interoperability standards that our members want to employ successfully. The near term future will be about working with like-minded informatics groups such as IHE and the SNOMED community to widen the audience we are reaching. This will help us all to connect with healthcare policy-makers in the UK to re-iterate the importance and economies of using international standards.”

Aside from widening HL7 UK’s collaboration with other healthcare informatics groups, Rik’s intention is to widen the scope of HL7 UK to touch more healthcare informatics professionals than ever before. “I’d like to see a focus on expanding the audience for HL7 UK, “ Rik commented, “There are still many healthcare integration issues that have yet to really hear from HL7 – and the UK informatics picture never stops changing. It’s imperative therefore that we provide the support that is needed to help our members delivery true healthcare interoperability”

Rik Smithies has been a personal member of HL7 UK for 3 years now. A healthcare integration consultant with over 10 years experience, working with healthcare organisations both in the UK and internationally, and a developer of GP systems prior to this. When asked how he expects this experience to support him in his challenge, Rik replies: “Although new to the chairing role, I’ve seen how HL7 works for the last few years, both in the UK and internationally. I’ve worked on both sides of the English national programme – for the NHS and suppliers. I’ve also been around long enough to know that integration didn’t start with NPfIT and doesn’t stop at national borders.”

When asked about his agenda for 2008, Rik commented: “Expect more general interest meetings like the successful roadshows of the summer 2007, but still with some expert sessions on emerging topics like templates and document architectures. The UK conference was again, a great success this year, and we hope to repeat this as well as perhaps co-host some meetings with other groups.”

Ends
About HL7 UK

HL7 is a not-for-profit organisation that produces the world’s most widely used standards for healthcare interoperability. HL7 is an international body which provides membership to healthcare suppliers and organisations alike, across six continents.

In the UK, HL7 UK supports the needs of its 200 members (Trusts, suppliers and consultants) by providing a ‘forum’ where healthcare professionals can discuss interoperability standards, and the best ways of achieving true, secure information flow between Trusts, departments and professionals.
The HL7 Version 3 standard was chosen by NHS Connecting for Health as the way in which all systems purchased as part of the NHS Care Records Service will communicate with each other and the central “Spine”.  The HL7 Version 2 standard is widely used throughout the NHS for communication of administrative and clinical information.

HL7 UK was set up to meet the needs of the United Kingdom as a whole and to provide a forum for the needs of the entire UK. As such, it provides a single contact point for all HL7 related issues, both Version 2 and Version 3, in the UK.

HL7 UK’s core objectives as an organisation are to:

· educate the UK healthcare community and healthcare information system developers about HL7 standards, and promote effective and consistent implementation of HL7 standards in the UK

· identify and analyse UK healthcare business requirements for electronic communication of healthcare information

· match UK national requirements with HL7 messages, and if necessary, identify the need for UK specific messages, profiles and implementation guidelines

· report to HL7 on any specific UK needs that are not met by existing HL7 standards

· prototype and pilot with clinical and business validation

For more information go to www.hl7.org.uk
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