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HL7 UK NOVEMBER CONFERENCE IS OPEN FOR REGISTRATION
The annual HL7 UK November Conference takes place from the 21st-22nd November 2007 at the Hotel Russell in London, Russell Square. The conference, which takes place every year, sees healthcare IT professionals from across the globe, join to discuss and learn from each other on healthcare interoperability best practice and how this can be applied to our own NHS National Programme for IT (NPfIT).

The theme of the conference in 2007 is ‘Making Interoperability Work’ and focuses on practical, real-world examples, case studies and current issues faced by healthcare IT professionals. In particular, the early sessions focus on delivering interoperability across England and how HL7 Messaging works within NHS Wales.

Charlie McCay, Chair of HL7 UK said: “We all know that the ability to share information between disparate systems will be key to the workings of a responsive, safe and efficient health service.  This can only be done by working with those that buy, build, deliver and use those systems.  This conference is the best opportunity all year to spend two days in this country working through these issues together.”

Further sessions during the conference include implementing CDA, testing and conformance, the role of middleware, infrastructure issues and a mini-tutorial to the NHS CfH Message Implementation Manual (MIM) for beginners.

Speakers are travelling from all over the world to deliver standards and training updates to delegates. Keynote Speakers include Ed Hammond, Chair of HL7 USA; Michael Thick, Chief Clinical Officer for NHS Connecting for Health; Keith Naylor, Chief Interoperability Architect for NHS Connecting for Health as well as a host of other HL7 experts that work to promote the HL7 standard across the UK.
The conference provides an opportunity to hear, from key decision makers, how they expect to see interoperability develop in the UK and internationally, and what they are doing to make that happen. Delegates will also have the chance to find out what others who need to establish interoperability are doing about it, both to get things working in the coming months, and to prepare for the years ahead. 
The conference will be held at the Hotel Russell in London from 21st – 22nd November. Those who would like to attend can register at www.hl7.org.uk where a full agenda for the conference is available. Delegates can opt to attend either or both days, and there are discounts for HL7 members and NHS employees.
Ends
About HL7 UK

HL7 is a not-for-profit organisation that produces the world’s most widely used standards for healthcare interoperability. HL7 is an international body which provides membership to healthcare suppliers and organisations alike, across six continents.

In the UK, HL7 UK supports the needs of its 200 members (Trusts, suppliers and consultants) by providing a ‘forum’ where healthcare professionals can discuss interoperability standards, and the best ways of achieving true, secure information flow between Trusts, departments and professionals.
The HL7 Version 3 standard was chosen by NHS Connecting for Health as the way in which all systems purchased as part of the NHS Care Records Service will communicate with each other and the central “Spine”.  The HL7 Version 2 standard is widely used throughout the NHS for communication of administrative and clinical information.

HL7 UK was set up to meet the needs of the United Kingdom as a whole and to provide a forum for the needs of the entire UK. As such, it provides a single contact point for all HL7 related issues, both Version 2 and Version 3, in the UK.

HL7 UK’s core objectives as an organisation are to:

· educate the UK healthcare community and healthcare information system developers about HL7 standards, and promote effective and consistent implementation of HL7 standards in the UK

· identify and analyse UK healthcare business requirements for electronic communication of healthcare information

· match UK national requirement with HL7 messages, and if necessary, identify the need for UK specific messages, profiles and implementation guidelines

· report to HL7 on any specific UK needs that are not met by existing HL7 standards

· prototype and pilot with clinical and business validation

For more information go to www.hl7.org.uk
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