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HL7 LAUNCHES HL7 PRIMER ‘UNDERSTANDING VERSION 3’
HL7 UK has announced the launch of the book ‘Understanding Version 3: A Primer on the HL7 Version 3 Interoperability Standard - Normative Edition’. The fourth edition of the HL7 Primer incorporates much reader feedback from previous editions and provides a section-by-section explanation of HL7 V3 for readers who may have no prior knowledge of the standard and who need introducing to new terms and concepts. 

The Primer provides a much-needed support tool for any Healthcare IT professionals working with HL7 standards within their organisation.

Previous editions of the HL7 Primer have reached a wide body of HL7 users world-wide and have been translated into French and Japanese. The Fourth Normative Edition has completely updated the Primer with all the changes to HL7 Version 3 up to the current Normative Edition of the standard. In addition to this, further diagrams have been added in response to reader feedback and all the content of the Primer has been reviewed and revised to make the material as easy to read as possible.

Sales in the U.S. have already rocketed as initial stock there sells out in one month.  The sales of the second edition of the primer are dramatically outpacing those of the original edition, which sold over 2500 copies. 
Andrew Hinchley, author of the HL7 Primer, HL7 Member and UK Integration Strategist at Cerner UK said: “I am really pleased that this book has proved useful to so many thousands of people working in healthcare and needing to understand how

HL7 is representing clinical information in V3. It has been designed to be read by a wide variety of readers with different levels of prior knowledge of the area. Many readers have also found it useful as a reference as they continue into reviewing HL7 messages and CDA-based standard clinical documents in their domain of interest.”

New sections have also been added on CDA – HL7’s Clinical Document Architecture and also clinical statements – HL7’s information structure for representing clinical information. The glossary has been revised and extended to 12 pages, and there is now a section added on how to read an HL7 ballot. All the updates and changes that have been made to the Primer are designed to better support the Integration professional in their understanding of the HL7 Version 3 standard. The HL7 Primer carries a resale price of £18 and can be purchased through the HL7 UK web site at www.hl7.org.uk or by contacting HL7 UK direct.

Ends
About HL7 UK

HL7 is a not-for-profit organisation that produces the world’s most widely used standards for healthcare interoperability. HL7 is an international body which provides membership to healthcare suppliers and organisations alike, across six continents.

In the UK, HL7 UK supports the needs of its 200 members (Trusts, suppliers and consultants) by providing a ‘forum’ where healthcare professionals can discuss interoperability standards, and the best ways of achieving true, secure information flow between Trusts, departments and professionals.
The HL7 Version 3 standard was chosen by NHS Connecting for Health as the way in which all systems purchased as part of the NHS Care Records Service will communicate with each other and the central “Spine”.  The HL7 Version 2 standard is widely used throughout the NHS for communication of administrative and clinical information.
HL7 UK was set up to meet the needs of the United Kingdom as a whole and to provide a forum for the needs of the entire UK. As such, it provides a single contact point for all HL7 related issues, both Version 2 and Version 3, in the UK.

HL7 UK’s core objectives as an organisation are to:

· educate the UK healthcare community and healthcare information system developers about HL7 standards, and promote effective and consistent implementation of HL7 standards in the UK

· identify and analyse UK healthcare business requirements for electronic communication of healthcare information

· match UK national requirement with HL7 messages, and if necessary, identify the need for UK specific messages, profiles and implementation guidelines

· report to HL7 on any specific UK needs that are not met by existing HL7 standards

· prototype and pilot with clinical and business validation

For more information go to www.hl7.org.uk
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