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HL7 UK IMPLEMENTER EVENTS DELIVER ‘REAL-WORLD’ VALUE TO HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS
HL7 UK, the promoter of healthcare interoperability held the first in a series of NHS Implementer Events on June 6th in Birmingham. The event achieved high levels of attendance from healthcare professionals from both the NHS and supplier community who attended the event to gain a greater insight into the development world of HL7 and healthcare interoperability.

Chairman of HL7 UK, Patrick Mitchell-Jones commented on the success of the events: “I am very pleased with the response to our latest roadshows which build on the existing Working Group Meetings. These meetings provide a further opportunity for people to better understand and define the HL7 standards and the manner in which they are used to meet the needs of UK healthcare.”

Presentations were heard from both NHS and Supplier speakers including Integrating the Healthcare Enterprise (IHE), Connecting for Health (CFH), Sun Microsystems, Intersystems, Orion and Sentillion.

With approximately 50 in attendance, delegates from across the Midlands gathered to further their own knowledge of HL7 standards, interfacing, security and implementation under the overriding objective of achieving integration across healthcare information applications.

Philip Scott, Head of IT Projects and Development at Portsmouth Hospitals NHS Trust, who organised the event said: “It’s a great start to the NHS Implementers Summer Roadshow. We had hoped to gain a lot of interest from the supplier community but we’re really delighted with the NHS attendance at the event – it shows the HL7 UK is really beginning to deliver its core messages for interoperability across the healthcare enterprise. This is the first time HL7 UK has held a roadshow of this kind, and from the feedback we’ve received, we know now that both the NHS and supplier community can really benefit from the insight and networking opportunities we can provide at these events.”

With two more events scheduled for this summer in York on 4th July and then London on 24th July, HL7 UK is urging healthcare IT professionals to sign up to the free events as a chance to network with HL7 UK members, other healthcare providers and learn in greater detail about HL7 standards and how they are used. The seminar programme for York and London will feature:

· talks and demonstrations by a range of suppliers of real world integration technologies

· insight into patient context management – the ability to synchronize patient selection between multiple applications

· an introduction to Integrating the Healthcare Enterprise (IHE)

· an overview of the HL7 standard

· a presentation on the role of HL7 as an enabling standard in the National Programme for IT for the NHS in England

In addition to this, the London event will also see the addition of Fujitsu – giving an LSP perspective on integration and their services in this area. Places are expected to be limited so to register, log onto www.hl7.org.uk and follow the registration instructions.

Ends
About HL7 UK

HL7 is a not-for-profit organisation that produces the world’s most widely used standards for healthcare interoperability. HL7 is an international body which provides membership to healthcare suppliers and organisations alike, across six continents.

In the UK, HL7 UK supports the needs of its 200 members (Trusts, suppliers and consultants) by providing a ‘forum’ where healthcare professionals can discuss interoperability standards, and the best ways of achieving true, secure information flow between Trusts, departments and professionals.
HL7 UK was set up to meet the needs of the United Kingdom as a whole and to provide a forum for the needs of the entire UK. As such, it provides a single contact point for all HL7 related issues, both v2 and v3, in the UK.

HL7 UK’s core objectives as an organisation are to:

· educate the UK healthcare community and healthcare information system developers about HL7 standards, and promote effective and consistent implementation of HL7 standards in the UK

· identify and analyse UK healthcare business requirements for electronic communication of healthcare information

· match UK national requirement with HL7 messages, and if necessary, identify the need for UK specific messages, profiles and implementation guidelines

· report to HL7 on any specific UK needs that are not met by existing HL7 standards

· prototype and pilot with clinical and business validation

For more information go to www.hl7.org.uk
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