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June 26, 2003


Health Level Seven will be balloting the following candidate standard/document before the September 7-12 working group meeting:

HL7 Message Transport Specification 

Scheduled ballot open date:  July 28, 2003

Scheduled ballot close date:  August 27, 2003

URL for ballot pool signups:  http://www.hl7.org/memonly/onlinevoting.cfm#transport
The Control Query Technical Committee announces the formation of a ballot group for the following document, which will be available for ballot no sooner than July 28, 2003:
HL7 Message Transport Specification  --  The Technical Committee co-chairs are working with the Board to determine whether this document should be balloted as an informative document or as a Draft Standard for Trial Use (DSTU).  The Board will be making that decision before the September Working Group Meeting.  
The HL7 Message Transport Specifications document provides details as to the usage of a variety of communication protocols for the exchange of HL7 based messages.  Currently the document contains only the ebXML chapter, but other chapters covering such protocols as SOAP, WSI-Web Services, HTTP, SMTP, MLLP and other transports will be included as they are available.

Balloting Procedure

HL7 members in good standing who wish to participate in this ballot must join the ballot group. This can be accomplished by going to Members Only/Online Voting on the HL7 web site.  There is a separate ballot group for the document noted above. You will see headings for the ballot which contains a link that allows you to join the ballot group. Alternately, you can call the HL7 office at (734) 677-7777 and request that the Ballot Group Declaration Form be faxed or mailed to you. 

HL7 will conduct this ballot according to its procedure for electronic balloting. Members of the ballot group will not receive a paper copy of the document or a paper ballot. Instead, they will be notified by e-mail when the ballot package is available. They will download the document from the HL7 Web server and will enter their votes and comments using the HL7 Web server.

If a member of the ballot group does not have access to the technology being used, or if the person can demonstrate that using the electronic process creates a substantial hardship, he/she may request a paper copy of the ballot package and/or vote using a paper ballot. Because of the extra expense and time delays associated with paper ballots, HL7 does not intend to provide the alternative of using paper to members who have access to the technologies and have no substantial hardship associated with their use.

Comments resulting from this ballot will be discussed at the upcoming HL7 meeting, which convenes September 7-12, 2003 in Memphis, TN.
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